
anksInstrument Cleaning Instructions 
Cleaning your instrument should be done 2 to 4 times a year.  Students who do not clean school owned instruments 
prior to checking them in will be charged to have them cleaned at the music store.  The cost for this is usually around 
$75.  Please watch the video and read all of the instructions before cleaning your instrument.  Damage to school 
instruments will be the students’ responsibility to pay for repairs.   
 
Flute 
Rinse head joint in warm soapy water.  Clean the inside and outside with your cleaning rod and rag.  Clean inside lip 
plate and hole with Q-tip.  Allow head joint to dry completely before putting it back in your case.  DO NOT soak the rest 
of your instrument. 
Clean between all keys and rods with your small brush.  Wipe all fingerprints off of your flute with a clean, soft rag.  
Clean the inside of your flute with your cleaning rod and a slightly damp cloth.  Dry out the inside of your flute with your 
cleaning rod and a dry cloth. 
Vacuum the dust out of your instrument case before you put away your clean instrument. 
Flute:   http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=v8u5vRV69TQ 
 
Clarinet/Saxophones 
Soak mouthpiece in warm, soapy water.  Clean the inside of the mouthpiece with your mouthpiece brush.  Allow 
mouthpiece to dry completely.  DO NOT soak the rest of your instrument.  
Clean all cork grease residue off of your corks and inside of joints.  Use a Q-tip to clean out tone holes (clarinets only). 
Swab out your instrument thoroughly.  You can use a slightly damp swab if there is any residue inside the instrument.  
Follow the damp swabbing with a dry swab.  Use your small brush to clean between the keys and rods. 
Vacuum any dust out of your instrument case before you put away your clean instrument. 
Clarinet:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=T8HLF0VCpVQ 
Saxophone:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=q37KVFIliNE  
 
Bassoon 
Watch videos before cleaning your bassoon. 
Bassoon:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1YO7MvNSOs 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XRwS4OE2wY0  
 

Trumpets/French Horns/Baritone/Tuba 
Soak your mouthpiece in warm, soapy water.  Clean it out with your mouthpiece brush. 
Take your valves out and lay them IN ORDER on a soft cloth.  Take off all of your slides.  Soak the instrument and slides in 
warm soapy water.  Use your cleaning snake to clean out the instrument and all of the slides.  Take off all of the valve 
caps and clean them with the brush on your snake and /or use Q-tips. 
Swish the bottom half of your valves in soapy water.  DO NOT wet the felt pads on the top of the valves.  Clean all of the 
holes in the valves.  Lay the valves back down IN ORDER. 
Let all of the parts dry completely before putting your instrument back together. 
Vacuum out your case before you put your clean instrument back into it. 
Trumpet:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=WmFaAM26ysc 
French Horn:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vXgqnnkqNok 
  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GGNlrvsvEP0 
Baritone/Tuba: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSuCc4KmLlQ&feature=player_embedded 
 
Trombone 
Soak mouthpiece in warm, soapy water.  Clean it out with your mouthpiece brush.  Take all of the slides off of your 
instrument.  Soak all of the parts in warm, soapy water.  Use your cleaning snake to clean out all of the parts of your 
instrument.  Use a rag to clean all of the old slide cream residue off of your slide.  
Allow all of the parts to dry completely before you put your instrument back together.   
Vacuum out your case before putting your clean instrument back into it. 
Trombone:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=uDfqpBBzI9A 


